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The support of multitasking through window docking

HIROHITO SHIBATA' KENGO OMURA'

This paper proposes an extended window system called Docking Window Framework to support
multitasking situations in computers. The proposed system enables to construct workspaces consisting of
multiple windows through simple user interface of window docking and to easily switch workspaces.
Additionally the system reduces the overhead of window operations within workspaces due to a tiled window
approach that does not cause window overlapping and an enlarging (or narrowing) feature to display a
specified window as large (or small) as possible remaining all window contents visible. The experiment of a
task-switching task showed that subjects performed the task using the proposed system 14% to 21% faster than
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the case of a traditional window system.
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