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On Shoulders of Infants:
An Ideation Method That Exploits Children’s Ideas

XIAOTING ZHAO™!  KENTARO TAKASHIMAT!  KAzuUsHI NISHIMOTO!

Abstract: In the divergent thinking process that is the upstream process of idea generation, it is required to collect various
knowledge and related information from a wide viewpoint. In particular, in order to produce ideas with high novelty, it is
necessary to obtain unexpectedly relevant knowledge and information that seems to be leaping at first glance. However, it is not
easy for a person with expertise to leap the idea beyond the boundary of his/her knowledge. In order to solve this problem, we
focus on "children's idea" in this research. Children often come up with ideas that adults cannot think of. However, in most cases,
the ideas of the children are unrealistic and it is not useful as it is. Therefore, we propose an ideation method where ideas created
by children about the same subject are provided to adults with expertise so as to create practical ideas while referring to the
children's ideas. We conducted a pilot user study and it was suggested that the ideas of children may affect adult idea generation.
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Figure 1. Four pictures of aircraft drawn by four children
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Table 1. Examples of generated ideas in the brain writing
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