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Development of communication media "'i-JOHS""
for sharing remote home spaces

KiwAmu ITo YUGO TAKEUCHI*

The present paper proposes a new communication media called “i-JOHS” (Interactive Joint Separated Home
Spaces). The system is based on the function of a shoji, a traditional Japanese door consisting of translucent
paper over a wooden lattice which divides rooms within a Japanese house. The peculiarity of the shoji as a
room divider exists in its structure which does not separate completely the spaces between them. Thus, it
enables those who are inside the room to feel not totally isolated from the exterior. They communicate with
others through the closed shoji without losing their sense of privacy. The system proposed here intends that the
users should communicate on their computer displays through this shoji-simulated device, which make them to
feel like sharing the spaces even they are physically distant.
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